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Hundreds of thousands of Iraqi people in the 
Nineveh Plain face ethnic and religious 
cleansing, persecution, and harassment due 
to attacks by the terrorists; and 

Whereas, Over two-thirds of the Christian 
population in Iraq is made up of Chaldeans 
and Assyrians, with smaller populations of 
Syriacs and Armenians. More than 500,000 
people have been displaced by the current vi-
olence in Iraq, with nearly 80% of Iraq’s 1.5 
million Christian population having fled 
since 2003. These communities in North-
western Iraq have recently been given an ul-
timatum to convert, flee, or be killed. 
Mosul’s 1800-year-old Christian community 
no longer exists. Many of these individuals 
have resettled in the United States, includ-
ing Michigan. Over 130,000 Chaldeans cur-
rently reside in our state, the largest popu-
lation outside of Iraq. This community has, 
and continues to be, a strong asset to our 
state, among other states in our union; and 

Whereas, The United States has provided 
over $73 million in humanitarian assistance 
to Iraq’s minority populations since 2003. 
Yet, the crisis currently gripping north-
western Iraq has serious potential to undo 
all international efforts to restore stability 
to Iraq. Action by the United States is nec-
essary to reaffirm our commitment to pro-
tecting minority groups facing persecution: 
Now, therefore be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
That we urge the President and Congress of 
the United States to encourage international 
intervention on behalf of the Iraqi civilians 
in dire need of protection from religious per-
secution; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States, the President of the United States 
Senate, the Speaker of the United States 
House of Representatives, and the members 
of the Michigan congressional delegation. 

POM–343. A joint memorial adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Idaho urging the 
United States Congress to take action forth-
with to amend the United States Constitu-
tion; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 106 
Whereas, the Tenth Amendment to the 

United States Constitution states that, ‘‘The 
powers not delegated to the United States by 
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the States respec-
tively, or to the people’’; and 

Whereas, the states primarily regulate to-
day’s health insurance market and provide 
aggressive oversight of all aspects of this 
market and enforce consumer protection as 
well as ensure a local, responsive presence 
for consumers; and 

Whereas, states like Idaho are working 
hard to create public-private health care 
partnerships and facilitate local solutions; 
and 

Whereas, the Congress of the United States 
has passed legislation that will impose re-
strictions on the states’ ability to regulate 
health plans and will require citizens to ac-
quire health care insurance coverage; and 

Whereas, the creation of a new federal sys-
tem of regulation for health insurance would 
be inefficient, unnecessary, not cost-effec-
tive and an additional burden on states; and 

Whereas, the legislation passed by the Con-
gress will impose a legacy of untold debt on 
our children and grandchildren; and 

Whereas, it is in the interest of the citizens 
of the State of Idaho to have an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States pro-
hibiting the Congress from making any law 
that would require citizens to enroll in, par-
ticipate in or secure health care insurance 
and that would penalize any citizen who de-
clines to purchase or participate in any 

health care insurance program: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved by the members of the Second 
Regular Session of the Sixtieth Idaho Legis-
lature, the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring therein, that the 
Idaho Legislature urges Congress to take ac-
tion forthwith to amend the United States 
Constitution by adding a Twenty-eighth 
Amendment as follows: 

The Congress shall make no law requiring 
citizens of the United States to enroll in, 
participate in or secure health care insur-
ance or to penalize any citizen who declines 
to purchase or participate in any health care 
insurance program; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
be, and she is hereby authorized and directed 
to forward a copy of this Memorial to the 
President of the Senate and the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives of Congress, 
the congressional delegation representing 
the State of Idaho in the Congress of the 
United States and the presiding officers of 
both houses of the Legislature of each of our 
sister states in the Union. 

POM–344. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Michigan urging the United States Congress 
to investigate the United States Department 
of Veterans Affairs’ treatment of military 
veterans seeking health care at facilities 
throughout the country; to the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 385 

Whereas, The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs (VA) has been aware of a backlog of pa-
tients seeking to see doctors or have specific 
tests completed at several VA hospitals 
around the nation for several years. As many 
as 7,000 veterans have been on the backlog 
list, often waiting over a year for necessary 
procedures or tests. The VA admits that 23 
veterans have died while waiting to see a 
doctor. However, many believe the number of 
veterans to have died while waiting to be 
seen is much higher; and 

Whereas, It has now come to light that VA 
facilities have, not only a backlog of pa-
tients, but also secret waiting lists, keeping 
veterans’ names out of the computer system 
until they could be seen by a doctor within 
the required 14-day wait time. The secret 
waiting lists made it appear the VA facilities 
were meeting their performance goal to see 
patients in a timely manner; and 

Whereas, The men and women who serve 
our country deserve better than lackluster 
medical care or no care at all. Many of them 
have been injured in the line of duty and 
come home to face medical challenges that 
require timely diagnosis and care. All vet-
erans are entitled to the best care we can 
give them. To be deceived by a system more 
interested in performance goals than health 
care is intolerable: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
That we urge the United States Congress to 
investigate the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs, treatment of military vet-
erans seeking health care at facilities 
throughout the country; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the 
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. TESTER, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs: 

Report to accompany S. 2041, a bill to re-
peal the Act of May 31, 1918, and for other 
purposes (Rept. No. 113–271). 

By Mr. CARPER, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute: 

S. 1045. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to provide that persons having 
seriously delinquent tax debts shall be ineli-
gible for Federal employment (Rept. No. 113– 
272). 

By Mr. CARPER, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment: 

H.R. 43. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
14 Red River Avenue North in Cold Spring, 
Minnesota, as the ‘‘Officer Tommy Decker 
Memorial Post Office’’. 

H.R. 451. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
500 North Brevard Avenue in Cocoa Beach, 
Florida, as the ‘‘Richard K. Salick Post Of-
fice’’. 

H.R. 1391. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 25 
South Oak Street in London, Ohio, as the 
‘‘London Fallen Veterans Memorial Post Of-
fice’’. 

H.R. 1865. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
35 Park Street in Danville, Vermont, as the 
‘‘Thaddeus Stevens Post Office’’. 

H.R. 3085. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
3349 West 111th Street in Chicago, Illinois, as 
the ‘‘Captain Herbert Johnson Memorial 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 3957. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
218–10 Merrick Boulevard in Springfield Gar-
dens, New York, as the ‘‘Cynthia Jenkins 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 4189. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 4000 
Leap Road in Hilliard, Ohio, as the ‘‘Master 
Sergeant Shawn T. Hannon, Master Sergeant 
Jeffrey J. Rieck and Veterans Memorial Post 
Office Building’’. 

H.R. 4443. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
90 Vermilyea Avenue, in New York, New 
York, as the ‘‘Corporal Juan Mariel 
Alcantara Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 4919. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
715 Shawan Falls Drive in Dublin, Ohio, as 
the ‘‘Lance Corporal Wesley G. Davids and 
Captain Nicholas J. Rozanski Memorial Post 
Office’’. 

H.R. 5019. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
1335 Jefferson Road in Rochester, New York, 
as the ‘‘Specialist Theodore Matthew Glende 
Post Office’’. 

H.R. 5106. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
100 Admiral Callaghan Lane in Vallejo, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Philmore Graham Post Office 
Building’’. 

S. 2523. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
14 3rd Avenue, NW., in Chisholm, Minnesota, 
as the ‘‘James L. Oberstar Memorial Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of a 
nomination was submitted: 

By Mr. LEAHY for the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

David Rivera, of Tennessee, to be United 
States Attorney for the Middle District of 
Tennessee for the term of four years. 
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(Nominations without an asterisk 

were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. SCHU-
MER, and Mr. NELSON): 

S. 2920. A bill to deny Social Security bene-
fits and other benefits to individuals who 
participated in Nazi persecution; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 2921. A bill to designate the community 

based outpatient clinic of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs located at 310 Home Boule-
vard in Galesburg, Illinois, as the ‘‘Lane A. 
Evans VA Community Based Outpatient 
Clinic’’; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. WICKER, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, and Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. 2922. A bill to reinstate reporting re-
quirements related to United States-Hong 
Kong relations; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Mr. TESTER: 
S. 2923. A bill to restore an opportunity for 

economic development by the Alabama- 
Coushatta Tribe on terms that are equal and 
fair, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. BOOZMAN, 
Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. VITTER, and Mrs. 
MCCASKILL): 

S. 2924. A bill to amend title 46, United 
States Code, to exempt old vessels that only 
operate within inland waterways from the 
fire-retardant materials requirement if the 
owners of such vessels make annual struc-
tural alterations to at least 10 percent of the 
areas of the vessels that are not constructed 
of fire-retardant materials; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Ms. 
AYOTTE): 

S. 2925. A bill to provide for the elimi-
nation or modification of Federal reporting 
requirements; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. REED: 
S. 2926. A bill to revise the boundaries of 

John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources 
System Sachuest Point Unit RI–04P, Easton 
Beach Unit RI–05P, Almy Pond Unit RI–06, 
and Hazards Beach Unit RI–07 in the State of 
Rhode Island; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

By Mr. COBURN: 
S. 2927. A bill to strengthen Inspector Gen-

eral audits and investigations by stream-
lining computer matching agreements; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. SCHUMER: 
S. 2928. A bill to prohibit the Federal En-

ergy Regulatory Commission from issuing 
certain decisions that will raise costs for 
ratepayers, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. COONS, and Mr. BOOZMAN): 

S. Res. 578. A resolution supporting the 
role of the United States in ensuring chil-
dren in the world’s poorest countries have 
access to vaccines and immunization 
through Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 539 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) and the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 539, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to foster 
more effective implementation and co-
ordination of clinical care for people 
with pre-diabetes and diabetes. 

S. 572 

At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 
of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
572, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to clarify the conditions 
under which certain persons may be 
treated as adjudicated mentally incom-
petent for certain purposes. 

S. 641 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 641, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to increase 
the number of permanent faculty in 
palliative care at accredited allopathic 
and osteopathic medical schools, nurs-
ing schools, and other programs, to 
promote education in palliative care 
and hospice, and to support the devel-
opment of faculty careers in academic 
palliative medicine. 

S. 675 

At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
675, a bill to prohibit contracting with 
the enemy. 

S. 742 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 742, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and the 
Small Business Act to expand the 
availability of employee stock owner-
ship plans in S corporations, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 759 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 759, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a 
credit against income tax for amounts 
paid by a spouse of a member of the 
Armed Forces for a new State license 
or certification required by reason of a 
permanent change in the duty station 
of such member to another State. 

S. 1038 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1038, a bill to eliminate 

racial profiling by law enforcement, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1040 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. HAGAN), the Senator from 
Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO), the Senator from 
Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ), the Senator from 
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator 
from Indiana (Mr. COATS), the Senator 
from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO) and the Sen-
ator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1040, a bill to pro-
vide for the award of a gold medal on 
behalf of Congress to Jack Nicklaus, in 
recognition of his service to the Nation 
in promoting excellence, good sports-
manship, and philanthropy. 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. WALSH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1040, supra. 

S. 1332 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1332, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to ensure more 
timely access to home health services 
for Medicare beneficiaries under the 
Medicare program. 

S. 1407 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1407, a bill to amend the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act 
of 1965 to strengthen elementary and 
secondary computer science education, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1623 

At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 
of the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1623, a bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to provide com-
pensatory time for employees in the 
private sector. 

S. 1948 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1948, a bill to promote the aca-
demic achievement of American In-
dian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawai-
ian children with the establishment of 
a Native American language grant pro-
gram. 

S. 2125 

At the request of Mr. JOHNSON of 
South Dakota, the name of the Senator 
from Arkansas (Mr. PRYOR) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 2125, a bill to 
amend the Communications Act of 1934 
to ensure the integrity of voice com-
munications and to prevent unjust or 
unreasonable discrimination among 
areas of the United States in the deliv-
ery of such communications. 

S. 2332 

At the request of Mr. COONS, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2332, a bill to expand ben-
efits to the families of public safety of-
ficers who suffer fatal climate-related 
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